Tail docking
The SA Veterinary Council (SAVC) has banned
the docking of puppies’ tails by vets, yet it is
legal for farmers to dock the tails of lambs and
to dehorn calves! What are the real facts?

FALLACYSA Wingshooters opposes the ban on
tail docking in dogs.

FACTSA Wingshooters supports a ban on
tail docking in dogs for purely cosmetic
reasons, but are insisting on the docking
of tails of bird dog breeds for functional
reasons, namely to prevent tail injuries
while working in the field.

FALLACYIt is illegal for lay persons to dock the
tails of puppies.

FACTThe is no law or regulation that prohibits
a lay person or breeder or owner from
docking the tail of a puppy or a lamb
or de-horn a calf. But if the procedure
causes unnecessary pain and suffering,
then the person doing the docking could
be charged with animal cruelty. For this
reason, the tails of bird dog puppies must
be docked up to the age of five days, using
an acceptable and standard procedure,
preferably performed by a veterinarian.

FALLACYTail docking is a cruel procedure and
causes unnecessary pain.

FACTAccording to research, the effect is
minor provided it is done before 5
days of age. The tails of puppies of bird
dogs are docked to prevent much more
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serious and painful tail injuries in adult
bird dogs in the field. It is, therefore, a
functional procedure to prevent serious
pain and suffering in the adult dog.
SA Wingshooters has collated extensive
scientific data to support this position
and there is no legal precedent or court
ruling to the contrary. The docking of
tails in working dogs or bird dogs has
been allowed in England and Wales by
the House of Lords (see press article
below).

FALLACYThe SA Veterinary Council (SAVC) has
consulted extensively with stakeholders
prior to introducing the ban on tail
docking by veterinarians.

FACT-

“Although the Veterinary Council claims
that they have widely consulted in this
regard, neither the Kennel Union of
Southern Africa (KUSA) nor any of its
affiliated Clubs who care for and foster
the affected breeds have been contacted
with regard to this issue,” according to
a statement by KUSA.
At the first meeting of SA
Wingshooters with the SAVC, we were
informed that “the decision to ban tail
docking was final.” After presenting the
SAVC with substantial scientific proof
to support tail docking in bird dogs,
the Council said that it was an Animals
Protection Act matter which falls outside
of the jurisdiction of the Council. Yet,
their ban on vets was reconfirmed.

Statement by SA
Wingshooters:
If a member is
charged with animal
cruelty due to tail
docking, we will
provide all available
documentation and
scientiﬁc evidence
to assist in such
member’s legal
defence.
Provided the docking
was performed
correctly before the
age of 5 days

NOW WHAT?
Breeders who advertise bird dog
puppies of breeds in which tail docking
is standard practice, must clearly state if
the tails were docked or not. At 6 or 9
weeks of age, it is too late to dock tails
and an invasive surgical tail amputation
under general anaesthetic must be done
by a veterinarian – an expensive and
painful procedure that can cost as much
as the puppy itself!
Breeders who want to dock the tails
of puppies at 5 days, should follow the
accepted procedure or have it done by
an official of their bird dog club.
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